
Imperialism helped shape the modern world.  It had both 
positive and negative effects on the imperialist powers and the 
countries they controlled.

Europeans brought industrial changes to other parts of the 
world.  They built railroads that made travel easier.  They brought 
machines that helped workers make goods faster.  New schools and 
western hospitals helped children and the sick.

Imperialism also brought cultural changes to the conquered 
countries.  Western religions and laws forced many people to give 
up their customs.  These changes forced families to move away 
from their land 
and work for 
imperial powers for 
little pay.  Today, 
many goods are 
still cheaply made 
in Asia and Africa 
and then sold to 
western countries.

Toward World War 

The Age of Imperialism ended in 1914.  
In the race for land and power, the imperialist 
nations formed allies and enemies.  They built 
up their militaries to take land and fight each 
other over territories.  These fights finally 
erupted into World War I.

The conquered countries began to gain their 
independence decades later after World War II.  
Many fought for freedom through the twentieth 
century.  Some countries are still rebuilding their 
governments and cultures today.

Rule Makers
Struggles between the 
imperial powers led to peace 
conferences.  These meetings 
tried to work out problems 
between countries peacefully.  
But, they also set up rules for 
war.  After World War II, the 
United Nations (UN) formed 
in 1945.  The UN still watches 
over peace and war.

Globalization
People still debate if 
imperialism was good 
or bad.  Today, the 
conversation is about 
globalization, or the close 
ties between countries 
through trade and 
politics.  Like imperialism, 
some say globalization 
helps bring jobs and 
technology to poor 
countries.  But, others 
say it is an unfair system 
that favors powerful 
nations.  

This cartoon shows England 
as an octopus grabbing 
land on every continent.

European nations and Japan prepare to rip 
apart China after the Boxer Rebellion.

28 2928 2928 29




